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FOX, ROLLS-ROYCE & BENTLEY 


WE DON’T ONLY SERVICE QUALITY CARS... 


EVEN THOUGH OUR TEAM DOES SERVICE THEM EXPERTLY 


WE ALSO SELL CARS THAT HAVE BEEN 
QUALITY INSPECTED (at least 161 check points) 


Our current range extends from Silver Clouds and 
Silver Shadows to early model Silver Spirits all 
through to ‘almost new’ motor cars. Most have very 


low mileage and all are in excellent condition. 


Like any true aristocrat our cars have impeccable 


presentation and a known lineage. 


We also have a new 1998 model Silver Spur available 


for inspection. 


Please call for full details of our special service 
promotions and a comprehensive list of available 


motor cars. 


We could even sell you a Bentley. 


SYDNEY Sales: SYDNEY Service: 

46 Neild Avenue, 66 O’Riordan Street, 
Rushcutters Bay NSW 2011 Alexandria NSW 2015 
Phone: (02) 9380 8188 Phone: (02) 9380 8188 


DL 16181 


SOON TO BE OPENED AT: 
210 Kings Way, 

South Melbourne VIC 3205 
Phone: (03) 9696 0888 
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The Road to the Northern Lights 
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through inhospitable terrain and 
harsh climatic conditions 
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Front Cover Photo: 

Bob Nicholson (U.S.A.) enjoys nothing more than to tour long distances in his 1953 Bentley 
R-type (B116TN), one of several that he owns. He is seen here touring in the almost 
Mars-like mountain landscape of Idaho en route from San Francisco to the Northwest 
Territories of Canada. See Bob's article ‘The Road to the Northern Lights’ in this issue. 


From the Editor 


Rolls-Royce’s darkest hour 


Who could have predicted, back in 
1980 when the Rolls-Royce Motors Ltd 
board approved a merger with the Vick- 
ers group, that the ultimate consequence 
of that decision would be the Company 
being sold into foreign ownership? 

On March 30th an announcement 
was made that Rolls-Royce Motor Cars 
Ltd was to be sold to BMW. That decision 
of the Vickers board still had to go before 
the shareholders, but | suppose it would 
be inappropriately optimistic to hope for 
a shareholders’ revolt along nationalistic 
lines. So authentic Rolls-Royce history 
effectively came to an end on that date, 
and any continuing production of cars 
bearing the Rolls-Royce and Bentley 
names can in my view no longer be 
regarded as quite the same thing. 

This is an utterly tragic event, the 
ramifications of which should not be 
under-estimated. And I'm far from being 
alone in that opinion, though | concede 
that there seems to be no shortage of 
those prepared to take the coldly 
economic rationalist point of view. 

A German-owned Rolls-Royce com- 
pany somehow seems a contradiction of 
terms, something nightmarishly unthink- 
able. But those instinctive sentiments 
aside, automotive history is bursting with 
examples of quality marques that were 
‘saved’ by absorbtion into volume prod- 
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A glorious example of the superlative motor cars which Rolls-Royce Motor Cars Ltd were well 
capable of building without help from BMW and certainly without the Company being owned by 
any volume car maker. This magnificent Bentley Continental T, powered by the venerable 
Rolls-Royce V-8 engine and the highest-performance car ever built by the old Company, was 
photographed by P. & A. Wood outside their impressive showrooms in Great Easton, Essex. 


ucer ownership, but not one single ex- 
ample of a marque that has survived the 
process intact. No matter how well- 
intentioned the new owners might initially 
be, itis simply not possible. The first thing 
that happens is that the volume prod- 
ucer's design philosophies and com- 
ponentry start to find their way into the 
former quality marque cars. The pres- 
sures that cause this to happen are 
irresistable, and in the case of Rolls- 
Royce it began even before the sale. But 
this is only the thin end of the wedge. The 
process then invariably gains momen- 
tum until the former quality marque be- 


How times change. Until recently, every 100th Rolls-Royce engine was subjected to an extremely 
punishing test procedure, followed by a searching strip inspection. As incredible as it would 
have seemed as recently as a year ago, Crewe no longer makes engines at all. 


comes a re-badged version of the 
volume producer’s other products, 
sometimes with luxury upgrades and 
shiny grilles in an attempt to lend a little 
credibility to the sham. 

In some cases the opposite has also 
happened, with the quality marque’s fea- 
tures being plundered for the volume 
production cars, thus diluting the integrity 
and exclusivity of the former to give a 
boost to the latter. 

In many cases, the end has come 
soon after, while other marques have 
lingered endlessly as parodies of their 
former greatness. Some are still excel- 
lent cars in absolute terms, but with noth- 
ing of substance to tenuously link them 
with their noble predecessors but their 
names and badges. To what extent the 
Rolls-Royce and Bentley marques will 
follow the overwhelming precedents of 
history of course remains to be seen. 

For me it is academic. | consider their 
true history to be already at an end. 


More unseemly bickering 


Before the sell-off announcement, 
and following on the heels of the dis- 
agreement between Vickers and Rolls- 
Royce PLC (the aero engine Company) 
as reported in our last issue, came an 
angry exchange between Sir Colin 
Chandler of Vickers and Bernd 
Pischetsrieder of BMW. 

Sir Colin expressed surprise that Herr 
Pischetsrieder had broken press silence, 
which he says they had both agreed to, 
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in order to express BMW’s dissatis- 
faction at the progress so far of the sale 
of Rolls-Royce Motor Cars Ltd. 

Herr Pischetsrieder reportedly claim- 
ed that the delay in the sale process was 
causing the 2,500 Rolls-Royce employ- 
ees at Crewe to become demoralised. 
“Its not exactly a Rolls-Royce process”, 
he told a group of journalists. “I would 
have preferred to see it done differently”, 
he added. 

Sir Colin Chandler rejected the critic- 
isms. “One of the things he (Pischetsrieder) 
said was that it has demotivated the 
workforce. Well, this demotivated work- 
force has just produced a wonderful car 
in time for Geneva”, observed Sir Colin. 
Herr Pischetsrieder is also said to have 
been peeved that the Silver Seraph was 
announced ahead of the sale. 

BMW's well publicised threat to cut off 
engine supplies and other technical col- 
laboration with Rolls-Royce in the event 
that the Company was sold to a BMW 
rival was expanded to include any buyer 
of Rolls-Royce other than BMW them- 
selves. Vickers responded by reassuring 
potential buyers that under the terms of 
the agreement BMW could not leave the 
Silver Seraph engineless by cutting off 
supplies “overnight”. However, there are 
precedents for this in the motor industry, 
and in any case the legal costs of 
attempting to enforce the agreement 
would no doubt be prohibitive, which 
other potential buyers would have had to 
consider very seriously. 

Realistically, the BMW technology in 
the new car probably rendered a sale to 
anyone else all but impossible anyway. 
The message BMW seemed to be send- 
ing to other potential buyers was that it 
could be impossible for an owner of 
Rolls-Royce other than BMW to build the 
Silver Seraph without heavy investment 
in a new engine and other vital com- 
ponents. The clear implication of this, 
which must have taken the shine off other 
potential buyer's plans, is that BMW col- 
laborated on the Silver Seraph with the 
expectation that in the future they would 
have the opportunity to buy the company 
that makes it, as a sort of fait accompli. 
That Rolls-Royce had aligned itself with 
a supplier of a major component which 
evidently felt free to pull the plug on any 
new owner other that itself reinforces in 
my mind that we are effectively con- 
fronted with the end of true Rolls-Royce 
motor car history. 
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Members planning to attend events of other Branches should contact the 
Secretary of the Branch concerned (listed in the front of this journal) for full 
details of times, venues, etc., and of other events not listed here. 


May 17 

May 24 

May 30-June 1 
June 21 

June 21 

July 12 

July 12 

July 18-19 


August 15-16 


August 16 


W.A. Hills Tour. 


W.A. Country Run. 


Vic. Day run to Idle Winery, Anakie. 

S.A. Branch Concours d'Elegance. 

W.A. Southern Safari, Albany. 

Qld. Branch Concours d'Elegance, Tambourine House. 


Vic. Winter luncheon. 


Qld. Toowoomba run with lunch at Weis's Restaurant. 


Vic. Cape Schank weekend rally. 


Vic. Tri-State Rally, Swan Hill. Organised by the South 
Australian Branch. 


Overseas 


June 6-7 


U.K. R.R.E.C. Annual Rally and Concours, 


Cottesbrooke Hall, near Northampton. 


July 28-August 2 


September 29 
- October 25, 1999 


For me, the silver lining in all of this is 
that at least | need no longer worry about 
how to achieve the ambition | have long 
harboured to buy a new Rolls-Royce or 
Bentley motor car. 

More importantly, | reiterate that The 
Hon. Charles Rolls and Sir Henry Royce 
absolutely cannot be resting in peace. 


Another tradition slips away 


Many of the things that we have al- 
ways regarded, and been encouraged by 
Rolls-Royce to regard, as the things that 
set a Rolls-Royce car apart from other 
cars have in any case already been cast 
aside. 

For example, when visitors to Crewe 
are shown around the factory, as | have 
been several times since the late 1960s, 
one of the most quintessentially Rolls- 
Royce areas seen is the ‘radiator’ shop. 
This is not where the actual radiators are 


U.S.A. The 47th R.R.O.C. inc. Annual Meet, Newport, R.1. 


South Africa. S.G.A. Wholly Ghost Tour, Durban to 
Capetown. Australian representative: Rex Vincent. 


made, but where the famous Rolls- 
Royce external radiator shell is soldered 
by hand by craftsmen who then proudly 
stamp their initials on the back-plate of 
the top tank. 

Over the years much capital has been 
made of this uniquely Rolls-Royce proce- 
dure by the publicists. It is the part of the 
factory in which the guides and visitors 
invariably seem to take the most pride 
and visitors the most pleasure, often 
lingering there longer than the might be 
be good for the tour schedule! But | 
should not be using the present tense. If 
you haven't yet toured the factory you will 
now never see this time-honoured proce- 
dure. Incredibly, it has followed Conduit 
Street and the London coachbuilding div- 
ision into the historical waste-bin. 

The new car has a pressing in place 
of the previously hand-made radiator 
shell — just like a Jaguar, Mercedes- 


Benz ... or BMW. 

| sense the hand of the bean-counters 
in this. They seem to be busily sweeping 
aside every time-honoured tradition in 
sight if there are small cost savings to be 
had. But would a hand-made Rolls- 
Royce grille shell really cost more? They 
take (sorry, took) an average of 11 man- 
hours to assemble and polish. How much 
could that cost? And why would the cost 
even matter on a $495,000 car? 

The other side of the coin is that it was 
always said that the radiator shell was 
hand-made primarily because it was not 
practical to make such a sharp-edged 
structure by any other method. It could 
therefore be argued that since rounded 
edges became the norm in 1980, hand- 
making has been effectively redundant 
for nearly two decades. To comply with 
increasingly stringent design rules in 
various countries the latest interpretation 
of the ‘radiator’ is notably more rounded. 
It has also been said that the style of the 
hand-made grille did not suit the new car. 
To this | would merely point out the ob- 
vious — that a grille can be hand-made 
in any style. The issue is the necessity or 
desirability of doing so. 


Silver Ghost 60 547 


Millard Newman (U.S.A.) has written 
to point out that in P.6-97, p.3056, the 
Silver Ghost on the extreme right of Tom 
Clarke’s photograph taken at the ‘Cat & 
Fiddle’ on the Scottish Tour is not his 
1907 car, chassis 547, as stated in the 
caption. In fact, he mentions that neither 
he nor the car were even on the Scottish 
Tour! He further points out that his car is 
a restoration and not a re-creation. 

The right-hand car is in fact the re- 
creation of chassis 747 owned by Walter 
Wilson (U.K.). This chassis was substan- 
tially built by Jonathon Harley using an 
early engine that came from Australia. 

Regarding Millard Newman's 547 and 
the issue of whether it is a restoration or 
a re-creation, | refer to The Edwardian 
Rolls-Royce, the standard text-book on 
the early Silver Ghosts, which has the 
following to say in respect to chassis 547: 

“.. the surviving parts of the chassis 
were found by Martin Johnson on a farm 
in Derbyshire in 1986”. 

The issue of how many authentic 
components would need to have sur- 
vived before a car assembled from those 
parts could reasonably be regarded as a 
restoration rather than a re-creation is a 
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An ideal world and the real world 


| suppose if money was no object | 
might derive pleasure and satisfaction 
from knowing that parts fitted to my 
cars always came out of Rolls-Royce 
& Bentley packaging and that they 
were always installed by expert Rolls- 
Royce & Bentley technicians. 

However, that’s not the world | live 
in, and in any case genuine parts for 
my Bentley T, let alone the Silver 
Wraith, are becoming quite scarce. 

Recently, when recommissioning 
my 1966 Bentley T with the Phillip 
Island Federal Rally in mind, after 12 
months or so of inactivity, a thorough 
inspection revealed a number of items 
overdue for attention. All were dealt 
with completely satisfactorily and quite 
economically. 
1. Front shock absorbers. The ‘short 
stroke’ front shock absorbers fitted to 
the early Silver Snadow/Bentley T cars 
are not always obtainable over the 
counter. Their design is also part of the 
reason these early cars developed a 
well-deserved reputation for a soft, 
wallowing ride and fairly alarming 
handling characteristics if one pushes 
it a bit. R.A. McDermott & Co. offer a 
rebuilt front shock absorber for these 
early cars which involves machining a 
thread in the end of the existing hous- 
ing and installing a Koni shock absorb- 
er inside. The result is extremely 
satisfactory, at less than two-thirds the 
price of the genuine parts, which one 
suspects would only perpetuate the 
original handling shortcomings any- 
way. The early cars also have a rather 
inadequate anti-roll bar, so while | was 
at it | substituted a heavier bar from a 
Silver Shadow II, which a fellow A.C.T. 
Branch member kindly gave me a 
couple of years ago. This involves 
opening out the holes through the ‘D'- 
shaped rubbers, or fitting new ones. 
The combined effect of the Koni shock 
absorbers and beefed up anti-roll bar 


veritable minefield. It is therefore not my 
intention to enter into such a discussion 
in this column. 


Fox Rolls-Royce & Bentley, Melbourne 


Fox, Rolls-Royce & Bentley show- 
rooms have been opened at 210 
Kingsway, South Melbourne, with ser- 


is amazing, with an improvement to the 
ride and particularly the handling that | 
would not have thought possible. 

2. Coolant pump. This was making a 
‘graunching’ noise, and by grasping 
the fan | could feel wear in the bearing. 
A good friend in Victoria suggested a 
rebuild service offered by Auto Cooling 
of South Melbourne. So off came the 
front face of the coolant pump, com- 
plete with impeller and fan carrier. This 
went off by overnight courier and the 
overhauled unit was ready to return to 
me by early afternoon on the following 
day! And at less than half the normal 
price of the parts alone. Another very 
satisfactory experience. 

3. Door seals. These were in excel- 
lent condition, particularly in view of 
their age, except that the front ones 
had split open just a little. Neil McLean 
Automotives of W.A. market a very 
satisfactory and economically priced 
door seal for these cars. Also impress- 
ive is the ease of fitting. Provided the 
original seal has not been glued in (it 
shouldn’t be), once a short bit of seal 
is extracted from its channel it will pull 
off as easily as undoing a zip fastener. 
Installing the new seal is also child's 
play, requiring no glue except for a little 
super-glue to join the ends underneath 
the door. The right-angle corners are 
pre-formed and so present no prob- 
lems. The result is completely satis- 
factory both in appearance and 
elimination of wind-noises | hadn't 
even realised | had! More smug satis- 
faction! 

4. Brake discs. My front discs were 
badly scored and worn beyond 
reasonable limits. A Club member had 
been advertising a pair of genuine 
Rolls-Royce discs in PRAECLARUM 
at a progressively reducing price. Well, 
none of you wanted them! 


Martin Bennett 


vice facilities conveniently located at the 
same location. David Ekberg, a Club 
member and for many years Sales 
Manager of R.A. McDermott & Co., has 
been appointed Sales Manager of Fox in 
Melbourne. Congratulations, David. 


Martin Bennett 
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From the Federal President 


Sale of Rolls-Royce Motor Cars 


Ithas been a very emotive subject, the 
sale of Rolls-Royce Motor Cars Ltd, 
especially the likelihood that the Com- 
pany will fall into foreign hands. | read this 
week that BMW is the successful bidder, 
though the sale has yet to be approved 
by the Vickers shareholders at a meeting 
in May. 

| do not want to pre-empt any discus- 
sion or decision of Federal Council on 
this matter, but | think most members 
would be disappointed that the Company 
may no longer be British and | share 
some of their concerns at the future 
direction of the Company. 

The question of whether a Rolls- 
Royce or Bentley car with an engine 
manufactured by another car maker is an 
‘Eligible Motor Car’ under the terms of the 
Deed Constituting the Rolls-Royce 
Owners’ Club of Australia, together with 
some discussion on Concours eligibility, 
will be matters raised at the Federal 
Council meeting at Phillip Island. Any 
discussions may of course involve 
amending the Deed and the judging 
rules. 

As an aside, the new Silver Seraph, 
featured in this issue of PRAECLARUM, 
has received many complimentary 
remarks on its design, at least. 


Royce equipment saved 


Many years ago the father of Wally 
Vears, a Foundation member of the 
Rolls-Royce Owners’ Club of Australia 
(Victoria Branch), worked for an 
engineering firm in Abbotsford called 
Marfleet & Weight. Wally can remem- 
ber going to see his father working in the 
engineering works. He told me many 
years ago that he thought there was a 
Royce crane and Royce electric motors 
running the crane. Although Wally and 
I searched high and low for these we 
could not get to the top of the building to 
tead the names on the motors. 

On Wednesday March 18th there was 


1998 Federal Rally 


By the time you read this the Rally will 
have come and gone, I'm sure with great 
success. Every Rally, and every Club 
function for that matter, requires a great 
deal of dedication and hard work on the 
part of those organising them and | would 
like to take this opportunity to recognise 
the efforts of those members, in par- 
ticular those who continually give of their 
time year in and year out for the benefit 
of the Club. Without them the very exist- 
ence of the Club would be in jeopardy. 

| am looking forward very much to 
Phillip Island. The venues and functions 
seem entirely appropriate and offer 
something for everybody. 


PRAECLARUM mailing 


The Federal Executive is currently 
examining the feasibility of mailing 
PRAECLARUM through a commercial 
mailing house. Eric & May Goudie have 
carried out this task now for more than 20 
years, and feel it is time to tie their last 
mail-bag. Costs are reasonable, and are 
off-set by savings in the cost of en- 
velopes (the magazine would probably 
be plastic-wrapped). Another advantage 
would be quicker dispatch. Again, this 
will be discussed at Federal Council and 
a decision taken in the very near future. 


an article in The Age with a photograph 
of a building being demolished and plant 
being taken away to a scrap metal dealer. 
Wally rang me urgently to say that he 
thought this was the Royce crane, so 
down we went and lo and behold they 
were cutting up parts of the crane’s main 
frame. Gil Ralph also donned his over- 
alls and came to help. 

The good news is that we have been 
able to save three Royce electric motors. 
These are a 15 h.p. hoist motor, a 3 h.p. 
traverse winch motor and a 5 h.p. gantry 
travel motor. 

Also, on the gantry, which was some 
sixty feet long, was a large Royce 
maker’s plate in brass which we were 


My first year ends 


The first year of my initial two-year 
term as Federal President is coming to 
an end, and as | reflect upon that time | 
can't believe how quickly it has gone. It 
has been a relatively quiet year Federal- 
ly, our biggest achievement | think being 
the establishment of the Website. 

| regret that during the year we had to 
increase the cost of PRAECLARUM to 
members, but with the rising cost of 
postage and printing we hadlittle alterna- 
tive other than reducing the quality and 
size of the publication. That we thought 
would meet with loud opposition, and 
since it is now recognised world wide for 
the quality magazine it is, any reduction 
in quality would reflect poorly on the 
Club. 

| came into the Federal Presidency in 
the knowledge that the Club had been left 
in a very good position by my predeces- 
sor, and with the support of all Branch 
office-bearers the Club has continued to 
flourish. 

| had every intention of visiting as 
many Branches of the Club as possible 
in this time but alas time got away from 
me, I'm afraid. Nevertheless | did get to 
N.S.W. for a Concours, but that was can- 
celled on the day due to rain, and to 
Victoria where | was a guest at the 
Branch Christmas Cruise. 


Happy Motoring, 
lan Dunn 


Foundation Corner 


able to save together with the square- 
headed bolts which held it on. The crane 
itself, which was of 10 ton capacity, we 
could not save. 

So we have been able to save for the 
Foundation and posterity three very rare 
Royce electric motors and the F.H. 
Royce maker’s plate. All are now housed 
in the Fox Museum. 

We shall be thinking about organis- 
ing the restoration and presentation of 
these very valuable items for display in 
the proposed Sir Henry Royce display 
later this year. 

David Jones, AM, OBE 
Chairman, 
Sir Henry Royce Foundation Australia 
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A rugged Bentley amongst the rugged peaks of Jasper National Park, Alberta, Canada. 


PRECLARVM 


The Road to the Northern Lights 


in a Bentley R-type 


By Bob Nicholson, and Steve and Stefan Szabo (U.S.A.) 


Driving a 1953 Bentley R-type on a 
Sunday afternoon is enjoyable but taking 
one on an adventurous 6,500 mile journey 
from Northern California to near the Arctic 
Circle is really the experience of a lifetime. 
This trip took us through six States and 
three Canadian Provinces, going from the 
38th parallel in California to the 62nd in 
Canada. We started in the vineyard- 
covered hills of Sonoma and traveled to the 
rocky terrain of Yellowknife — the capital 
of the Northwest Territories of Canada 
during September 2-28, 1997. To tour any 
further north of Yellowknife you would 
need to use a seaplane, helicopter, dog-sled 
or snowmobile. 

The northern California regions of the 
Bentley Driver’s Club and R.R.O.C. were 
hosts for the tour. Only one car par- 
ticipated. This type of driving illustrates 
how Rolls-Royce and Bentley cars are the 
‘Best Cars In The World’. We drove the 
same Bentley standard steel saloon (1953 
R-type B116TN) that we had driven 7,000 
miles to Alaska in May 1996 (see Flying 
Lady pages 5239-41). 

Firstly we’ll look at general informa- 
tion, scenery, wildlife, weather, then we’ll 
consider the driving and technical aspects. 

The highlights of the journey included 
the Canadian Rockies, Banff National 


Park, Lake Louise, the Great Slave Lake in 
Canada’s Northwest Territories, Alberta’s 
agricultural Prairies, Glacier National Park 
in Montana, Yellowstone National Park 
and the Grand Tetons of Wyoming. All of 
the scenery was a feast for the eyes and the 
heart. Even though we were unable to par- 
ticipate in the Peking to Paris Motor Chal- 
lenge on September 6 - October 18, 1997 
(about 10,000 miles) we really enjoyed the 
Canadian Fall tour. 


Scenery 


This 27 day tour was planned so we 
could see and experience the most scenic 
areas. We encountered almost every con- 
ceivable type of landscape and terrain. 
From the Mars-like terrain of Nevada to 
the frigid glaciers of the Columbia Icefield 
in Jasper National Park in Alberta. Our 
route covered everything from the 
Canadian Rockies to the rich farmlands of 
Alberta to the majestic peaks of Glacier 
National Park. At the 62nd parallel in the 
Yellowknife area, the trees rapidly 
decrease to low bushes — the tree-line is 
just north of Yellowknife. The Bentley 
took us First Class along the colorful 
aspen-lined roads which seemed to go on 
forever in the Northwest Territories to the 
curvy mountain by-ways past waterfalls, 


lakes, geysers, and hot springs in Yellow- 
stone National Park, Wyoming. 

While we were being mesmerized by 
all this natural beauty, the R-Type’s 412 
litre engine was flawlessly purring along 
like a Rolls-Royce. Our trip was generally 
run at high elevations with numerous 
mountain passes in the 6,000-8,000 foot 
range. Places such as the Galena Summit 
(8,701 ft) in the Sawtooth Mountains of 
Idaho and Logan Pass (6,664 ft) in Mon- 
tana were especially attractive. 


Wildlife 


The varied terrain was a wildlife 
watcher’s paradise. The 44-year-old 
Bentley stopped many times along the 
roads so that we could watch the wildlife 
in its natural environment — bison, elk, 
foxes, coyote, and mountain goats. Seeing 
a black bear and her two cubs feeding in 
the lush grass along the side of the road 
made this journey all the more memorable. 
Wealso observed the starting of waterfowl 
and other bird migration to the south. 


Weather 


The R-type responded extremely well 
to a wide range of weather conditions (and 
so did we), from the extreme heat in 
California (96°F) to the cool (26°F) windy 
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days in the Canadian Rockies. We ex- 
perienced about four days of thunder- 
storms during the 27 day journey. 

When we reached the “end of the road” 
in Yellowknife (Northwest Territories) we 
were treated to an atmospheric phen- 
omenon known as the aurora borealis or 
Northern Lights. This spectacular display 
of veil-like sheets of light dancing across 
the night skies gave one goosebumps. This 
atmospheric show can be witnessed in the 
fall and winter only in the northern Iat- 
itudes on clear nights. 


People and Museums 


Meeting alot of interesting people maar : 
along the way was a highlight of the trip. Af a 
Hearing their perspectives on things was a mt ms aes) 
rich experience. Never knowing what the Canadian national and provincial flags salute B116TN at the border of British Columbia and 
next day would bring is an exciting part of Alberta on the Continental Divide near Banff. 
touring in a Bentley. Having plenty of free 
time to look and really listen to what sur- 
rounds you is a rare pleasure. We enjoyed 
the Canadian Indian villages and visiting 
other museums that displayed local 
heritage. 


ee 


Driving and technical aspects 


1. A properly maintained car is the key 
to fully enjoying your Bentley or Rolls- 
Royce car on long tours. This trip was an 
enjoyable and trouble-free 6,500 miles and 
the R-type performed superbly under all 
conditions. We highly recommend that 
you follow the service manual and use 
authentic Rolls-Royce parts so as to max- 
imise the enjoyment of driving your car. 
We did carry a few spares and tools but 
didn’t need any of them on the 27 day trip. gran ——— a ; on Hise col eae 

2. Suspension: In order to enhance the Near Lake Louise, Alberta. A group of German tourists ignoring the breathtaking scenery to take 
ride, we suggest installing new front coil in the beauty of British craftsmanship. Perhaps some of them were BMW executives. 
springs and that you re-arch the rear leaf 
springs if your car has not already been so At the 60th Parallel, where Alberta gives way to the Northwest Territories. 
treated. The new springs gave a tremen- 
dous improvement in smoothness and 
comfort, especially on unpaved, rough and 
curvy mountain roads. The ride is truly 
excellent and almost whisper quiet. By 
renewing the front and rear springs we 
increased ground clearance to about 53/4", 
an amount necessary on unpaved roads and 
in areas of major road construction. 

3. We used 3-M Automotive After- 
market Division Scotchcal (paint protec- 
tion film) to protect the paint from 
chipping the front fenders and headlights. 
It comes in 2 inch wide strips (part no. is 
84802) and 4 inch wide (part no. is 84804). 
This tape is clear and hardly visible. Most 
of the 150 miles of unpaved roads had 
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Boarding the ferry to cross the Great McKenzie River, the largest arctic outlet of the Great Slave 
Lake near Fort Providence, Northwest Territories. There are no bridges but this crossing 
becomes an ice bridge during the winter months. 


‘ATTENTION 


Where the buffalo roam. The Bentley in the bison sanctuary near Fort Providence and Edzo. 
Nothing can stop a Bentley ... except the flagman at a very remote road construction west of 
Yellowknife, Northwest Territories. 
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loose gravel and debris. 

4. Paint and chrome Protection: Prior to 
a long distance trip protect your car with 
wax. Expect some rough weather and road 
conditions, such as unpaved roads, heavy 
tains, dusty and muddy areas. We have 
found that the complete line of Zymol 
products does a superb job in protecting 
your car’s finish in rough driving condi- 
tions. 

5. Windscreens: We did receive a 
couple of very small chips in the 
windscreen which can be expected on long 
road tours especially on unpaved roads. 
You should also inspect the condition of 
the windscreen seal prior to your trip to 
ensure there are no water leaks. 

6. In order to improve the effectiveness 
of the car’s heater we blocked about a third 
of the radiator shell with a vinyl cover on 
cold mornings when the temperatures 
ranged from 26°F to 40°F. Then the engine 
temperature gauge was properly main- 
tained at about 175°F — and warmer water 
was then channeled to the heater matrix. 

7. Altimeter: Our highest elevation 
was 8,700 feet above sea level at which the 
car performed flawlessly. Its just nice to 
know your altitude. We found an accurate 
black and white altimeter that matched 
other dash instruments and we installed it 
on the steering column. 

8. Oil sump heater: We installed a 110 
Volt electric heater unit on the engine 
sump; a non-original device but since the 
lowest temperature on the trip was about 
26°F we didn’t really need it. But you will 
want to use one if the temperature is about 
10°F or less. Most lodging places in north- 
ern Canadian Provinces have outside 
electric outlets to plug in heater units. 


Road Impression of the Bentley R-type 


The R-type standard saloons are very 
rugged, dependable and a pure pleasure to 
drive, handling almost like a sports car. 
Their engine torque on steep mountains is 
more than adequate especially when fed 
through an excellent 4-speed manual gear- 
box. The engine power even at high eleva- 
tions (6,000 - 8,700 feet) is hardly 
diminished. 

The R-Type handles really well on 
gravel roads and is very stable in wet con- 
ditions. They are comfortable and enjoy- 
able cars for everyone. The excellent 
handling is also matched by the remark- 
able quality of the brakes. One should have 
no fear driving on steep mountain passes 
as long as the brake system is set up proper- 
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ly. The R-type is a superb and reliable car 
linked to what is essentially a pre-war body 


style. 


Acknowledgements and supporters 


This long distance tour was supported 
and sponsored by several companies and 
individuals who encourage Club members 
to drive and enjoy their Bentley and Rolls- 
Royce cars. They are British Motor Cars, 
San Francisco (Rolls-Royce & Bentley 
dealership); The Silver Cloud Ranch, 
Hayden, Idaho; Tony Handler Inc., Los 
Angeles and Grants Pass, Oregon (Rolls- 
Royce & Bentley parts); Sambrailo Paper 
Co., Watsonville, CA; The Alltech Group 
Inc., Sonoma, CA; Zymol Car Care 
Products, Connecticut; 3-M Company, 
Minnesota; Belmont Group, Chicago area 
(Rolls-Royce & Bentley broker); Cosdell 
International Shipping Co., San Francisco; 
Coker Tire Co., Chattanooga, TN, and The 
Alaska Hotel, Dawson Creek, B.C., Can- 
ada. A special thanks to all our sponsors. 


Conclusion 


We hope that Club members will take 
the opportunity to enjoy the unique and 
beautiful part of the world driving your 
Rolls-Royce or Bentley in Canada. Please 
feel free to call Steve and Stefan Szabo 
(707) 938-2518 or Bob Nicholson at (415) 
346-8486 in California if you have any 
questions about our trip or long distance 
touring in your Rolls-Royce or Bentley. 

Happy Trails. <a 


Photographs from the Authors 


a mg 
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Enjoyable, scenic Bentley touring near Rae and Yellowknife, Northwest Territories, just south of 
the tree-line. Very little traffic to share this road with. The Bentley enjoys the open road. 


WELCOME TO 


YELLOWKNIFE 


x 7 =~ Smaps SS SNe DT ee Y 
Steve Szabo (left) and Bob Nicholson at Yellowknife (population 40,000) — 3, 128 miles north of 
San Francisco and ‘the end of the road’. 


Steve (left and Stefan with B116TN returning to San Francisco along ‘the loneliest highway in America’, Highway 50 
in Nevada between Salt Lake City and Reno. 
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The Silver Seraph’s styling is a strong point. Chief Stylist Graham Hull drew inspiration from the designs of John Blatchley. lronically, just as the 
Teutonic styling of the Seraph's immediate predecessors has been left behind, the Rolls-Royce acquires a German engine and probably owners. 


P3000 — the Rolls-Royce Silver Seraph 


A very fine motor car by any conventional yard-stick, but is it faithful to Rolls-Royce values? 


When the last new Rolls-Royce body 
style was introduced Margaret Thatcher 
was in her second year as Prime Minister 
of Great Britain. She had already begun 
turning Britain and a multitude of old ways 
of doing things on their heads. Every other 
consideration seemed to be subordinated 
to the “bottom line’, and arguably the seeds 
were being sown for such previously un- 
thinkable things as a Rolls-Royce car with 
another maker’s engine, and even a Rolls- 
Royce Company not owned in Britain. 
Both have now happened. As Britain be- 
came more deeply enmeshed in Europe, 
this type of thing became increasingly not 
just possible, but likely. 

The new Rolls-Royce Silver Seraph is 
the quietest car on the road today. It has the 
world’s most sophisticated traction con- 
trol, anti-lock braking and air conditioning 
systems. It is by far a better car from the 


By Martin Bennett 


driver’s point of view than any of its 
predecessors. These are the claims being 
made for it by its makers and people who 
have experienced it. In this writer’s view it 
is also a rather good-looking car, though 
obviously that’s a subjective point. Above 
all, it is clear that much has been staked on 
this new car by its makers. 

There is little room for doubt that the 
Silver Seraph is a very fine motor car in- 
deed and that it probably meets its makers’ 
stated aim of building “the Rolls-Royce of 
motor cars”, but before discussing the fea- 
tures, specification and attributes of the 
new Car it is worthwhile touching on what 
it represents in terms of the values and 
historical continuity of the Rolls-Royce 
motor car’s pedigree, because there is no 
escaping the fact that this aspect will be the 
subject of lively discussion and probably 
division well into the future. 


Disregarding for a moment the vexed 
issue of ownership of the company, it is 
impossible to escape the conclusion that 
the abandonment of much of what in the 
past actually distinguished a Rolls-Royce 
from other cars, and of what made the 
Company what it is (or was) has gathered 
momentum in the last few of years. I need 
only mention the closure of the Mulliner 
Park Ward London coachbuilding opera- 
tions, the London Service Centre, Conduit 
Street (the last link with C.S. Rolls & Co.) 
and indeed the abandonment of the 
Company’s London presence in total, to 
reinforce the view that there has been quite 
a bit of ‘throwing out the family silver’. 

This new car seems to add to the erosion 
of the old links, and certainly marks the 
beginning of the end of the Rolls-Royce 
motor car engine, in any case academic in 
light of recent events. 
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From the rear the Silver Seraph is, to this writer’s eye, even more handsome than it is from the front. | really do like it. The way in which unmistakable 
echoes of the past have been subtly incorporated into the thoroughly modern styling is very smart indeed. And no hint of the faddish wedge shape. 


The view of the majority of Rolls- 
Royce enthusiasts, I feel safe in saying, 
would be that over the nine decades since 
F.H. Royce turned out his first beautifully 
made motor car, Rolls-Royce became 
famous first and foremost for superbly 
designed and built engines. As recently as 
three years ago (just before rumours began 
to circulate among incredulous enthusiasts 
of the marque that future Rolls-Royce cars 
would be powered by a rival’s engine) it 
would have been utterly unbelievable that 
a Rolls-Royce car would one day have 
something other than a superlative Rolls- 
Royce engine as its heart and soul. Yet by 
the middle of last year engine build at 
Crewe had ceased. The venerable 6.75 litre 
V-8 (now used only in Bentley cars) isnow 
built by an outside contractor — albeit 
another famous company, Cosworth, 
which until recently had been part of the 
same corporate group as Rolls-Royce 
Motor Cars. 

The new model has an engine designed 
and built by BMW, with some Rolls- 
Royce input as to their exact requirements, 
but incorporating no actual Rolls-Royce 
engineering. In short, the famed engine 
building facilities at Crewe are no more. 
Engines are now only “added to” and 
“dressed” at Crewe, which in any case is 
now an outpost of Head Office in Munich. 

So much emphasis is now placed on the 
coachwork that one could be forgiven for 
believing that Rolls-Royce has come close 
tocompleting the transition from engineer- 
ing company to coachbuilder. This would 


be an overly simplistic view, quite ignor- 
ing the complex engineering aspects of 
designing and building a fine new motor 
car, though it is true that current Rolls- 
Royce thinking is that the body, not the 
engine, is the heart of a modern motor car. 

There are also new manufacturing 
methods for the traditionalist mind to try 
to absorb. For one thing, the famous 
radiator shell is now a pressing (see 
Editorial), so if you expect the new car to 
embody all of the values that we have held 
dear, and indeed that we have persistently 
been encouraged by the Company to hold 
dear, you should prepare to be dis- 
appointed. 

If on the other hand you revel in the 
burgeoning technology that the last years 
of the twentieth century have heaped upon 
us, and have no truck with tradition for its 
own sake, you will have good reason to 
admire the Silver Seraph, provided you 
have the stomach for, or are prepared to 
overlook, the change of ownership. 

You will be disappointed if you expect 
that the new model should come at a con- 
siderably cost-saving relative to its 
predecessors. That expectation might 
seem reasonable given that the engine is 
now supplied by the maker of cars which 
sell for a fraction of the Rolls-Royce’s 
price, the rest of the drive-train comes 
largely from commercial suppliers, the 
grille is no longer hand-made, and part- 
icularly given the near zero-inflation times 
in which the car is being built and sold. In 
fact, however, the new car is higher priced 


than the old, though in Australia the in- 
crease would be partially accounted for by 
the substantial fall in the value of the 
Australian Dollar against the Pound. 


So let’s look at the new car 

The styling is quite interesting. It in no 
way panders to the current faddish ‘wedge’ 
shape and seems to owe much more to the 
Silver Shadow than to its immediate 
predecessor, having a number of what 
might be termed retro features. For ex- 
ample, the pairs of small round headlamps 
are redolent of the Silver Shadow, as is 
their positioning between the front wing 
and the grille. The sidelight units in the 
noses of the front wings also bring to mind 
the Silver Shadow (and Silver Cloud II), 
though of course they are much larger. 
From the rear, too, the styling is notably 
retro. The rear lamp units are very rounded 
and have reverted to the ‘vertical’, quite 
unlike the starkly rectangular tail-lights of 
the Silver Spirit and its four-door deriva- 
tives, which accented the horizontal. The 
boot shape recalls even earlier cars than the 
Silver Shadow, while the wing shapes and 
swagelines intentionally invoke a sense of 
déja vu. Indeed, Chief Stylist Graham Hull 
makes no secret of having looked back at 
the Silver Cloud for inspiration, having 
been told repeatedly that, aesthetically at 
least, the Silver Cloud era was the 
Company’s finest hour. 

Inside, the car is pure Rolls-Royce, 
with acres of finest quality Connolly hide, 
Wilton carpet and walnut veneer to remind 
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The Silver Seraph’s interior is quite splendid. It has everything we would expect of a Rolls-Royce 


interior. Some fittings, such as the air conditioning outlets, remain familiar to long term owners. 


us that nobody else does it even half as 
well. But what’s this? Cup-holders? Wal- 
nut veneered and beautifully made, cer- 
tainly, but the Rolls-Royce has fallen prey 
to the current fashion for cup-holders! Per- 
haps, like the now unfashionable smoker’s 
requisites, one can order these to be 
omitted! 

There is also burr walnut on the steering 
wheel. Polished walnut veneer is certainly 
pleasing to the eye, and it is difficult to 
imagine a Rolls-Royce car without it, but 
do you really want it quite so ‘in your 
face’? I suppose what I’m saying is that 
putting it on the steering wheel could be 


regarded as a bit too much. 

Those little reservations out of the way, 
it is clear that Crewe has not lost its touch 
when it comes to delivering the very best 
in interior luxury and ambience. There are 
retro elements here, too, with convex 
veneered surfaces, the styling of the seat 
cushions and other interior details bringing 
to mind the art deco period. 

The new body is built on an entirely 
new platform and is in no sense whatever 
a reworked Silver Spirit. The body shell, 
which for the first time is built in-house at 
Crewe, is 65% stiffer than its predecessor 
in terms of torsional rigidity, which means 


How times change. It would once have been unusual to see a picture of a non-Rolls-Royce 
engine in PRAECLARUM. Unlike the legendary Phantom III V-12 of pre-‘don’t mention it’ days, 


the Silver Seraph’s BMW engine owes nothing to Rolls-Royce design philosophy or engineering. 


(HAV NaS WANTS: 
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that it won’t creak and groan over low- 
speed undulations like the SZ cars did. 
This is achieved in part by means of plasma 
brazing — a ‘cool weld’ technology that 
minimises panel distortion and helps 
create invisible joints. This is a motor in- 
dustry first and puts Crewe at the forefront 
of the motor bodybuilding state of the art. 

There is a convention in the aero- 
nautical industry that it is unwise to intro- 
duce a completely new aircraft and a 
completely new engine as a single pack- 
age. The motor industry often operates by 
broadly the same principle and many 
people, including this writer, were half 
expecting the new Rolls-Royce to appear, 
initially at least, with the old engine. In 
fact, however, it is under the bonnet where 
the Silver Seraph departs most radically 
from traditional Rolls-Royce engineering. 

Ominously, but honestly, the name 
Rolls-Royce does not appear on the new 
engine, which is a 5.4 litre V-12. The 
Silver Seraph press release tells us that the 
engine was “designed by BMW”, even 
though until now we’ve been told that it 
was being designed in collaboration with 
BMW. It is in fact pure BMW and is made 
by BMW, though with a single camshaft 
over each head and only two valves per 
cylinder this engine is as conservative as 
we would expect a genuine Rolls-Royce 
engine to be. In terms of brake horsepower 
(322 at 5,000 rpm) it is more powerful than 
the venerable (light-pressure turbo and 
non-turbo) 6.75 litre V-8 it replaces, as 
well as being exceptionally smooth, but 
don’t expect the same legendary low- 
revolutions torque and fuss-free low-rpm 
acceleration. This is not that kind of 
engine, even if the gearbox would allow it. 
However, there is more than sufficient 
power, particularly with the superb new 
automatic transmission, for really quick 
acceleration (see specification panel). 

The previous G.M. automatic trans- 
mission has given way to a ZF five-speed 
adaptive unit similar to that supplied by the 
same firm to BMW for their larger models, 
as well as being seen in a number of other 
European marques. Obviously it is perfect- 
ly matched to the V-12 engine and the 
weight and performance characteristics of 
the car. 

Braking is of course anti-lock, with 
large diameter micro-alloy discs (sourced 
from BMW). The split-circuit high- 
pressure hydraulic system that in one form 
or another has been an integral feature of 
Rolls-Royce and Bentley cars since the 
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advent of the Silver Shadow has been 
rethought. There is no provision for the 
camshaft-driven pumps on the BMW 
engine, so there is a belt-driven pump and 
hydraulic servo instead. The new system 
provides the Silver Seraph with the 
world’s best braking, enabling the 2.3 
tonne car to stop safely from 100 km/h in 
an amazing 42 metres, or three seconds. 
But not with closely following traffic, 
please! 

Rolls-Royce publicity material has al- 
ways promoted pedals which pass through 
the toe-board, like Rolls-Royce pedals al- 
ways have. Doing it that way provides a 
natural curve for the foot and leg to follow, 
unlike pendant pedals which move 
through the wrong arc and are therefore 
ergonomically unsound. It would have 
been all too easy when developing the new 
servo system to change to pendant pedals, 
like every other car maker, and hope that 
no-one would notice. However, it is re- 
assuring to note that the Silver Seraph 
remains true to the traditional philosophy 
in this respect at least, with pedals that pass 
through the toe-board. 

Personally, I also dislike rear-hinged 
bonnets and was somewhat taken aback to 
see one on the Seraph, having always 
associated that arrangement with low- 
priced, volume-production cars. Along 
with what lurks underneath, it is not what 
we’re used to on a Rolls-Royce. 

Much less of the Seraph is sourced from 
BMW than some ill-informed claims in the 
press and elsewhere would have us be- 
lieve. The new double-wishbone suspen- 
sion, for example, is not BMW but pure 
Rolls-Royce. Then again, in light of recent 
events it amounts to the same thing 
anyway. The final drive, like the automatic 
transmission, is made by ZF, while the air 
conditioning comes from a specialist sup- 
plier and not from BMW. Now, under 
BMW ownership, no doubt more BMW 
technology and components will start to 
find their way in. 

At the time of writing no new Bentley 
saloon had been announced, though some 
details, and a model name, of a forthcom- 
ing new Bentley have been bandied about 
in the motoring press. 

The old Company had plans to quickly 
increase sales of its cars by some 50%, to 
2,500 per year, followed by a longer term 
increase to 3,000. It is worth pointing out 
that this would still be 274 cars short of the 
total sales achieved as recently as 1990, 
when there was a pretty unexciting model 


3135 


Silver Seraph 


Specification 


Technical 


Engine 


BMW aluminium alloy 60 degree V-12. 

Bore 85mm, stroke 79 mm, cubic capacity 5,379 ce. 
Single overhead camshaft per cylinder bank, 24 valves. 
Maximum power 322 bhp (240kW) at 5,000 rpm. 
Maximum torque 361 lb/ft (490 Nm) at 3,900 rpm. 


Transmission 


ZF five-speed automatic with adaptive gear-shift management. 
Electronic selection from selector on steering column. ZF final drive. 


Suspension 


Independent by double wishbones and coil springs front and rear. 
Computer controlled adaptive hydraulic damping. 

Automatic height control with automatic load compensation and 
headlamp levelling. 50/50 front/rear weight distribution. 


Steering 


Power-assisted rack and pinion. 


Electric steering column rake adjustment linked to driver’s seat position 
memory control with automatic easy entry/exit feature. 


Turns lock-to-lock, 314. 


Brakes 


Power boost control system with 4-channel anti-lock braking. 
Micro-alloy ventilated discs. Hydraulic servo. Pad wear indicator 
system. Foot-apply/hand release parking brake. 


Wheels and tyres 


16 inch aluminium alloy wheels with locking polished stainless steel 
centres and painted trim rings. 235/65 R16 Avon or Goodyear tyres. 


Dimensions 


Overall length 17 ft 8.2 in (5,390 mm); wheelbase 10 ft 2.7 in 

(3,116 mm); width (excluding mirrors) 6 ft 4 in (1,930 mm); 

height 4 ft 11.6 in (1,515 mm); kerbside weight 5,075 Ib (2,302 kg); fuel 
tank capacity 20.7 gallons (94 litres). 


Performance 


Acceleration 0-100 km/h, 7.0 seconds; 0-160 km/h, 17.1 seconds. 
Maximum speed, 225 km/h. Deceleration 100-0 km/h, 3.0 seconds. 
Fuel consumption, combined urban/highway 16.2 mpg 


(17.4 litres/100km). 


range, before the advent of the Continental 
R. The new owners will probably aim 
higher still. In absolute terms the Silver 
Seraph is undoubtedly good enough, and 
is already proving to be sufficiently well 
received, to achieve this sort of sales per- 
formance or better. 

To sum up, the Silver Seraph is clearly 
a magnificent motor car. In fact, if I had 
the money, and this car was made by the 


old Company, with a Rolls-Royce engine, 
I would certainly want to own one. But I 
haven’t, it isn’t, it hasn’t, so I don’t. 
There is also no escaping the feeling 
that any real connection with Rolls-Royce 
history and clubs such as ours is open to 


debate. f 


Photographs courtesy of 
Rolls-Royce Motor Cars Ltd 
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Corniche Convertible cars in the Car Finishing Centre (CFC) at Mulliner Park Ward, Hythe Road. This building formerly 
housed the School of Instruction. 


A Career in the Coachbuilding Trade 


Part 4 — moving MPW into the vacated Service Centre, and promotion 


In Part 3 mention was made of the 
Hythe Road Car Finishing Centre (CFC), 
the foreman of which was the very 
knowledgeable and competent Jeff Nixon 
(JN). His responsibility was to ensure that 
Corniche and Phantom VI cars were to 
mechanical specification on delivery. 
When Service moved to School Road JIN 
remained at Hythe Road together with a 
reduced team of three testers and three 
fitters. The others went to School Road. 

Corniche and Phantom VI cars were 
subjected to a first-stage testing in a par- 
tially finished condition, checking the per- 
formance and operation of all aspects of 
the car. This first test was known as ‘“‘the 
long road test”, enabling the transmission 
and final drive to become thoroughly 
warm in order to hear any untoward noises. 
Each tester would take a car along roads 
with varying surface conditions on which 
to “catch the suspension out” or transmit 
road noise through the car. 

A second, shorter road test was under- 
taken to confirm performance, listen for 
squeaks and rattles and unacceptable wind 
noise, and check for rain water leaks. The 


By Richard Gordon Mann (U.K.) 


Company issued the coachwork inspectors 
with ultrasonic detectors to detect any 
‘leaks’ in the doors — fully satisfactory. 
During the weeks following Service 
moving to School Road the extension and 
conversion of the old CFC and service 
stores building, ‘B’ Block, progressed as 
did the other modifications and changes 
necessary to accommodate production of 
the Corniche in the old Service Centre 
building. The various occupations to be 
made redundant were all to leave by the 
time of the Company’s annual two-week 
shutdown. The Company plan was to com- 
plete the building work and lay on the 
necessary facilities such as compressed air, 
ventilation and suitable lighting, etc. 
before the shutdown, then transfer the 
various operations during those two 
weeks. The whole plant was to be up and 
Tunning on the Monday the workforce 
returned from holidays. Some teething 
problems were, of course, anticipated. 
All staff were called in by their 
managers and asked to assist the Company 
with the transfer during the shutdown. The 
vast majority agreed to help, realising that 


they would be able to select their holiday 
dates and perhaps avoid the school holiday 
period, always a very expensive time. In 
normal times the Company officially ex- 
pected all staff to take holidays during the 
annual shutdown, but Brian Baigent 
(BWB) and myself would always come up 
with a plausible excuse to work during that 
period. We were able to clear up many 
shop floor technical and production 
problems, undertaking our investigations 
without interruption from the various day- 
to-day queries. 

Some people had doubts that we would 
be able to complete the transfer operation 
within the time, whilst others thought the 
ex-Service Centre building would be far 
too small for the Mulliner Park Ward 
operations. The transfer operation was to 
be no picnic. We were told to wear suitable 
clothing, overalls would be provided, and 
food and refreshments laid on. We were 
briefed as to which manager we should 
Teport to and at 7.30 a.m. on Saturday 
moming we commenced work, initially 
loading the trackside items into boxes and 
pallets. All Corniche parts, except wings, 
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bonnets, doors and boot lids, would be 
located in the stores, now on the top floor. 
All parts were placed there in order that a 
full inventory could be made. During the 
second week of the transfer those very 
same parts, albeit in reduced quantities, 
would be re-issued. Each and every one of 
us was counting and carrying, pushing 
part-finished bodies and underframes. The 
whole operation was a real team effort, 
with secretaries, engineers, foremen and 
managers all willing to get their hands 
dirty! We were all equals during this task, 
working towards the common goal of 
achieving the transfer in two weeks. 

One of our colleagues measured the 
Company’s three-ton Leyland truck and 
found it would just fit into the Hythe Road 
lifts, although the cab doors could not be 
opened once inside! There were concerns 
that the lifts’ weight capacity might be 
exceeded and Peter Goodall (PG) gave 
advice that a loaded truck should not ex- 
ceed the weight of an ‘Alpha’ (‘Specially 
Protected’, or armoured, Phantom VI), 
which was approaching five tons. In the 
past, careless operation of the lifts with an 
Alpha inside caused the lift cables to creep 
slightly on their drums, preventing the lift 
stopping level with the floors. 

The Leyand truck was driven to the 
local weighbridge where it registered just 
less than the weight of an Alpha Phantom. 
One of our young engineers, Chris Harvey 
(Hvy), who was on the Company driving 
list, spent most of the shutdown in the 
truck, shuttling all manner of items from 
‘C’, ‘D’ and ‘E’ sites onto the three floors 
of the Service building. Those very lifts 
continue to give stalwart service for their 
current owners nearly sixty years after they 
were installed. As an aside, should the 
power supply to the lifts ever fail, there 
was a large generator set powered by a 
Rolls-Royce diesel engine, which was 
regularly ‘fired up’ to check its operation. 
To see and hear this beast in action was 
truly awesome. 

BWB and myself had comprehensive 
knowledge and understanding of the 
Corniche car build, both in the BIW 
(Body-In-White) and finishing aspects. 
Our major input during the transfer was to 
enable the various production foremen to 
have the correct items and quantities at the 
various build stations. We were all some- 
what weary at the end of those two weeks. 
Many of us had worked much overtime, 
including Sundays. Our goal had been 
achieved; we were ready for Monday 
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CFC from the outside. This department's responsibility was to ensure that Corniche and Phantom 
Vi cars were to mechanical specification on delivery. 


morning! 

When the workforce arrived they were 
most surprised how the whole Mulliner 
Park Ward operation had been squeezed 
into the former Service Centre building. 
There were problems, however. Some 
benches and cutting tables were not ideally 
positioned, and more screens were needed 
in the BIW line to prevent spot-welding 
flash and fumes affecting others. The vast 
Majority of the other, mainly minor 
problems, most of them concerning lack of 
space, were speedily resolved. The ‘shake- 
down’ took about two weeks, the main 
problem areas being the BIW line and the 
Finishing Shop. 

The Quality Department, now reduced 
in size, was moved to the middle floor of 
the main building overlooking Hythe 
Road. Quality’s manager, John Castell- 


Evans (JCE), insisted he have a separate 
office, which was created by converting a 
small, defunct ladies’ toilet which strange- 
ly did not allow JCE direct access to his 
own Department. 

The Engineering Manager, Chris 
Bryant (CRB), was now responsible for all 
engineering functions, i.e. production 
engineering, design department, and draw- 
ing office. Bernard West (BW) who had 
joined MPW from Vanden Plas was Chief 
Designer, BWB continued as DO Section 
Leader, and the Production Engineering 
Section Leader was Ken Newman. John 
Lake (JAL) had overall charge of the draw- 
ing office and oversaw progress from 
Design to DO and thence to Production. 

As aresult of many redundancies, those 
three functions were now placed into the 
Production Engineering area on the middle 


Two hoists were located in what had been part of the canteen. Fewer staff meant that a smaller 
canteen would suffice. The gentleman in blue trousers looking at the Phantom VI is CFC Foreman 


Jeff Nixon (JN). Note the flexible exhaust outlets attached to the Corniche’s tailpipes. 
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The old CFC, when located in ‘B’ Block. The Silver Spirit looks a bit out of place at Mulliner Park 
Ward, though Hythe Road was used as a staging post for Crewe-built cars for London delivery. 


floor at the opposite end from Quality. This 
arrangement was not satisfactory as the 
designers needed a quiet environment in 
contrast to the busy DO and Production 
Engineering departments, and would not 
last long. 

In late 1983 I was promoted to Senior 
Draughtsman which meant continuing 
with present duties such as detail drawings 
and compiling Lists of Parts (LOPs), but 
now also checking the junior draughts- 
men’s drawings and assisting BWB as 
necessary. Assisting BWB was no prob- 
lem as we had a rapport right from our 
apprentice days, knowing which spanner 
to pass and which way around! BWB was 
ever a pleasure to work with. 

Some time in 1984 JAL called me into 
his office and asked for my assistance with 
“an Australian chappie” undertaking re- 


‘B’ Site extension in progress. 


search on the Park Ward and H.J. Mulliner 
bodied Wraiths. There was some reticence 
on my part as in the past both BWB and 
myself had given time to researchers who 
usually left without even a thank you. JAL 
reassured me that this researcher was well 
known to Eric Barrass, the then General 
Secretary of the R.R.E.C. At the appointed 
hour John introduced me to the lofty Tom 
Clarke who, some years previously, had 
worked for Rolls-Royce at Crewe, his 
cypher being TCC. Tom turned out to be 
very different from the previous re- 
searchers we had experienced, insisting 
that accuracy was paramount. Tom spent 
hours going through the Park Ward body 
books and H.J. Mulliner colour drawings, 
asking many questions and copying 
various items. MPW then had such a 
wealth of information that Tom returned 


PRAICLARVM 


another day to complete his research. All 
those records are now in safekeeping at the 
Hunt House. 

Late in 1984 we heard a rumour that 
Andy Mold (ASM) who had served his 
apprenticeship with MPW and now 
worked in Quality would be leaving and, a 
few months later, JCE appointed me to join 
Quality as his replacement. Andy, who by 
now had left the Company, would return 
in the evenings giving instructions on how 
to undertake the auditing of the Bodies-In- 
White. These audits were very comprehen- 
sive, covering every aspect of the bodies’ 
build, from its actual construction such as 
spot-welding, brazing, and lead-loading of 
panel joints, to the surface finish. 
Mechanical checking of the windscreen 
aperture and the fitting of patterns for the 
side glazing, radiator, headlamps, rear 
lamps, etc. were carried out using various 
jigs. Every two weeks we gave a presenta- 
tion to BIW management in a continuous 
effort to improve quality. 

The BIW manager was Steve Morris 
(SM) who was one of those down-to-earth 
people who would speak his mind, some- 
times have a row, but never hold a grudge. 
Steve had spent mist of his life in the 
coachbuilding trade and knew more about 
BIW production than most, invariably 
accepting my comments and criticisms 
knowing I was always fair and not just 
nit-picking. If I noticed a minor blemish in 
the surface finish I would usually correct 
it myself — which was quicker than writ- 
ing it down on the audit sheet for a demerit 
or even asking an operator to correct it! 
Should there be one or two isolated pin- 
holes in the lead-loading then the BIW 
‘snagger’ would be called to correct them. 
After each presentation SM would demand 
the reason for any poor workmanship and 
take the individual concerned to task. One 
tried to avoid upsetting him. 

This period in Quality was the most 
enjoyable of my career. There would be a 
lot of job satisfaction dealing with all man- 
ner of problems of many natures. My new 
colleagues were Peter Goodall (PG), Bob 
Scammel (RVS), and Alan Keable (AEK) 
who joined us a little later from the Tool 
Room. Our department was responsible 
for every aspect of the cars’ quality. Basi- 
cally, RVS looked after electrical matters 
and PG the mechanical items, but between 
them there was very little they could not 
analyse and advise the correct actions for. 


To be continued. 
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The Author, John Matheson, with the newly brazed fuel tank, and the brilliant non-English-speaking Nepalese mechanic. 
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The Peking to Paris Motor Challenge 


Leg Two — Kathmandu to Istanbul — the ugly face of motor sport 


Kathmandu was arest day. It proved to 
be the first bit of civilisation we had ex- 
perienced since travelling through the 
grinding poverty and subsistence living of 
Tibet. The Yak & Yeti Hotel was a 
pleasant place to stay and we were able to 
have a beer at last as previously we had 
been abstemious since Lanzhou; alcohol 
and high altitudes do not mix well. Even in 
Kathmandu it was difficult to drink alcohol 
even though we knew we were facing the 
dry countries of Pakistan and Iran to come. 
The contrast between the Yak & Yeti Hotel 
and the Choksom Hotel was quite startling. 
The Choksom Hotel had not been occupied 
for six years, plumbing did not work, there 
was no lighting — only a diesel generator 
which was turned off when the meal was 
over, and a pig had to be chased out of the 
front of the hotel before people could go in 
there. 

Jeanne had arranged for the Mercedes 
mechanic to come out and have a look at 
our car. He took the spring out in the 
compound where the car was parked rather 
than taking it into the workshop as the 


By John Matheson (N.S.W.) 


Phantom was too large. The old spring was 
taken away and a brand new spring fabri- 
cated. It fitted perfectly and was made 
from correct materials. The car was again 
fully functional. They took the fuel tank 
out and braised it up so that it was working 
properly too. We now had a car function- 
ing on all systems. One of the competitors 
whose family owns a large part of the 
Daimler Benz corporation apparently 
visited the Mercedes workshop in Kath- 
mandu and was horrified to note that it had 
very few facilities and that their chief 
mechanic was working on a Rolls-Royce. 
By this stage everybody had become pretty 
self-sufficient as far as trying to do their 
own repairs were concermed. The back-up 
vehicles for the Rally were not much use. 
All that they could manage was bandaid- 
type repairs. 

Furthermore they had come along with 
some Vauxhall Frontierers, a new 4-wheel 
drive vehicle being marketed in Europe. 
These vehicles proved to be useless. They 
blew their shock absorbers in the first day 
out of Beijing and their springs all col- 


lapsed. The back-up crew spent most of 
their time working on their own vehicles 
and eventually in Lhasa rebuilt them using 
Toyota components for the suspension to 
try to make them work. 

There were amazing stories from the 
other competitors of keeping cars going. 
One of the Railtons had its engine pulled 
apart twice on the trip and new bearings 
put in. A Deux Chevaux drove in one day 
on three wheels having broken a front 
wheel with the driver sitting in the pas- 
senger seat steering and the navigator 
standing out on the rear bumper to balance 
the car. Extensive suspension re-building 
was done. One of the Citroens which broke 
its front suspension called into a local farm 
where the components were welded ac- 
curately and they were able to keep going 
on that. A Morris Minor travelled half of 
the trip on a welded con-rod. Kathmandu 
was the first place that we could get effec- 
tive repairs done and a lot of people took 
the opportunity of rebuilding their suspen- 
sions at that stage. 

The Rolls-Royce and Bentley cars on 
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the tally were by and large trouble-free and 
apart from the boat-tailed Phantom I pull- 
ing out in Kathmandu they all finished. 
The boat-tail could have gone on but he 
and his wife decided they had had enough 
and would not continue. We eventually 
headed out into West Nepal and in one day 
we had something like thirteen river cross- 
ings. Fortunately the rivers were not very 
high. There was water up to nine inches 
deep on a stony base with a lot of ruts. A 
few cars broke down and had to be towed 
out of the water. The Phantom handled 
these conditions with equanimity. Its great 
weight and adequate clearance allowed it 
to simply motor through these conditions 
without any trouble at all. 

a — We left Nepal to go into India and the 
Kathmandu car-park. The broken, and previously welded, rear spring has been removed. New _—_ unpleasant part of the journey began. In- 


fabricated spring, still wrapped in hessian, in the foreground. dian customs had been paid a $16,000 
bribe to allow us through but apparently 


this had not been handed down the line and 
a process of bureaucratic obstruction 
began at the border. They asked for another 
$5,000 but this was refused and the conse- 
quence of this was a six hour delay while 
they laboriously handwrote all the details 
of the vehicles four times over at four 
different desks before we got into India. 
Signs of resentment and unpleasant- 
ness also began in India with the begin- 
nings of some stone-throwing, rude 
gestures and trucks attempting torun us off 
the road. However it was not too bad in 
India. Delhi itself was relatively pleasant. 
We eventually travelled up through 
Amritsar across the border into Pakistan. 
The Indians after the row that had been 
created had evidently decided not to ask 
for another bribe on the way out of India 
although initially they had done so. The 
Lahore, Pakistan. The Governor's residence, ready for high tea in the gardens. Behind the _ obstruction to us leaving India was not so 
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Crossing one of the 13 rivers in Nepal — no problem. 


Phantom V is the 1927 Mercedes 630K. great. Nevertheless the Indians did not earn 
;“"<« } many brownie points for the way they 
a’ en = treated us. 


The next destination was Lahore. The 
Pakistanis were co-operative and pleasant 
at the border and Lahore was an island of 
civilisation in what was to turn out to be 
virtual warfare over the next eight days 
after we left Lahore. There was a pleasant 
interlude with a garden party with the 
Governor of Lahore in a very British tradi- 
tion and then it was on into Baluchistan. 
We climbed up to Fort Monro which took 
us up into Baluchistan. Things began to go 
very wrong at this stage. 

There were two earlier incidents. In 
Nainatal in India a Landrover had been 
travelling into the night after a long day, 
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something we were told would not happen. 
The days were too long and the competi- 
tion too great. They pulled over to the side 
of the road to allow a bus to pass but got 
too near the edge and fell over. They fell 
about forty feet down onto a small plat- 
form and were held up by a tree from 
falling another 100 metres down a gorge. 
But for this tree on the edge of this cliff 
they would not have survived. As it was 
they were not able to continue the journey 
and had sustained some minor injuries in- 
cluding one of them receiving a crushed 
cervical vertebra. Their vehicle was then 
trucked down to Delhi for repatriation to 
Britain but on the way down to Delhi the 
Indians stripped the vehicle and took 
everything moveable off it that they could 
take. 

The next ugly incident was to occur in 
Baluchistan. The climb up on to the 
Baluchistan plateau was a difficult road 
and heavily populated with Pakistani 
trucks. It took us into an area that is not 
controlled by Pakistan. Although 
Baluchistan is part of Pakistan there is no 
control up there. The Pakistani police 
would not drive up the road to Fort Munro. 
The road itself was supposed to be a closed 
stage in the rally but the Pakistani truck 
drivers would not stop. Even those that 
were paid money at the top of the pass not 
to go down merely took the money and 
continued to drive. For them it was sport. 
They simply came down the middle of the 
road and would not move and drove every 
car off the road. It became an endless game 
of ‘chicken’ with these Pakistani drivers 
roaring with laughter as they pushed us off 
the sides of the road. The road was a one 
lane tar road with poor shoulders and many 
of the cars tore their tyres. Under these 
conditions there were frequent punctures 
and some cars were side-swiped including 
our own although we did not sustain very 
much damage. 

Once in Baluchistan it became evident 
that the place was quite lawless. Every 
male carried a rifle and there were no 
police. We drove on from Fort Munro to 
Quetta where we stayed in some pretty 
flea-bitten hotels. The standard of the 
hotels remained poor until we arrived in 
Western Iran. 

The long day into Quetta was a com- 
petitive day and the times were not achiev- 
able for cars. The day was so long that it 
again took us into the night. The final 
control for the day was in the hotel inside 
Quetta. Thus there were cars racing to 
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make time through the busy peak-hour 
traffic of Quetta. This resulted in the deaths 
of two of the competitors; a father and son 
who were in a Volkswagen convertible. 
They had been travelling at great speed 
through the town. They went round some 
trucks and ran underneath a bus. 

When we came into the town we passed 
the bus which had extensive damage un- 
derneath the front where the car had gone 
underneath it and we made some flippant 
comments at the time. When we turned 
round the corner we were horrified to see 
the remains of the Volkswagen on the back 
of a forklift truck. It was a gut-wrenching 
feeling waiting to find out how they were. 
One of them was killed instantly and the 
other died shortly thereafter in the hospital 
without regaining consciousness. One can 


Baluchistan. In the crowd is another entrant's car! No women in sight. 


understand why competitive rallies are not 
permitted on open roads in western 
countries. To run a competitive road race 
such as this, going into a town at nighttime 
to acontrol in a hotel was to my mind quite 
irresponsible. It was the second night- 
stage. The first one had nearly lead to the 
death of two contestants and this stage had 
lead to two deaths. Some of the Germans 
stayed behind in Quetta to arrange the 
repatriation of the bodies. Most of the rest 
of us then continued on to Iran, across the 
border with the minimum of formalities 
and drove on to Zahedan. 

Zahedan is a frontier town quite close 
to Afghanistan and near the Pakistan bor- 
der. It is a lawless town and a town which 
is a major drug trans-shipment centre from 
the poppy and hemp fields of Afghanistan. 


Baluchistan. Typically ornate Pakistani trucks and typical road conditions at Fort Munro. Allard 
from Malta in front. 


Dasht 6lut Desert, Iran. Time control stop. Mercedes 630K behind, Rover 3-Litre ‘on the left and 
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1936 Railton from Holland on the right. Note military vehicles and gun in the background. 


It is also Baluchi populated. The advice 
was not to leave the town at all and not be 
out in the town at night time. Now that we 
were in Iran the lack of alcohol was ab- 
solute but alcohol had been unobtainable 
in Pakhistan in any case. The female con- 
testants had to wear covering clothes and 
a veil to cover their hair. It was in Iran that 
the viciousness of the crowds became per- 
vasive. The stoning of the cars was con- 
tinuous and a lot of damage was done. The 
people in the open cars were hit and some 
of them sustained minor injuries. For- 
tunately there were no major injuries. We 
had a lucky escape when a fairly large 
stone went past my ear and hit the glass 
division in the Phantom and bounced and 
hit Jeanne on the hand causing her some 
bruising. There were some quite deep 


Still in Iran, but glistening Mt Ararat in Turkey beckons. 


stone-chips in the vehicles. Some of the 
vehicles were hit with sticks and there was 
at least one attempt to pull a driver out of 
one of the open cars. At every village you 
came to you would be ambushed by people 
blocking the roads and throwing stones as 
you went past. The vicious stone throwing 
was done by young adults but the children 
were also involved. They would tie stones 
to flowers and throw them at you. Some of 
the women were spat on. The police who 
were pervasive throughout the trip made 
no attempt to intervene and the matter con- 
tinued all the way to Turkey. 

On the last day it got so bad in the 
Kurdish part of Iran that we decided to 
leave two hours early at five in the morning 
and go at short intervals to try and get out 
without further stoning but this was to no 
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avail. The last hour to Horasan was as bad 
as any from stoning. Despite our early 
arrival they had managed to ambush us and 
in some places there were people stoning 
from both sides of the road especially at the 
open cars. We eventually got across the 
border into Turkey near Mt Ararat. It was 
a beautiful clear day and Mt Ararat was 
clearly visible without any cloud cover. 
What a relief to get into Turkey. 

I think Iran should be crossed off the 
lexicon of travellers until such time as 
these savages learn some elementary 
points about civilisation. 

Eastern Turkey was quite tense. The 
Turks had just invaded the Iraqi part of 
Kurdistan and we were in Kurdish ter- 
titory. We were warned not to be out on the 
roads at night and were told that the 
Turkish police would not come out for us 
at nighttime as we would be safer on our 
own. If they went out they would be shot 
by the Kurds. There was quite a lot of 
banditry going on. There was a lot of 
military action and along the roads in this 
part of Kurdistan the only vehicles from 
the government side were either tanks or 
armoured cars. However the locals were 
pleasant enough to us. There was an imme- 
diate and obvious increase in the standard 
of living in Turkey as compared to Iran. 
Iran had all the signs of an economy in 
retreat with half-completed buildings and 
mud huts everywhere. Apart from a few 
mud hutted Kurdish villages Turkey was 
clearly amuchricher country and provided 
us with a welcome bit of civilisation. The 
scarves were discarded and alcohol was 
available. 

We went to a town called Nevsehir 
where we stayed at a skiing chalet up a 
quite steep mountain. We drove on past 
some of the cliff dwellings and then even- 
tually travelled through some very beauti- 
ful country into Istanbul. This proved to be 
another rest day and for me was the only 
day that I did not spend either travelling or 
working on the car all day. I took the 
opportunity of spending the entire day in 
bed. I am afraid sightseeing and touring 
were not things that featured much on this 
trip. By this time we had teamed up quite 
closely with the Mercedes 630K and we 
tended to travel in convoy. The Mercedes 
was to have one further bout of magneto 
problems but eventually completed the trip 
using my spare coil and bypassing his 
magneto. 


To be concluded. 
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Lack of imagination in model naming 


For many years it has been my belief 
that those responsible for naming new 
Rolls-Royce models are devoid of a 
sense of tradition and history and seem 
unable to make intelligent use of their 
imaginations. In my opinion the rot set in 
backin March 1977 when the long wheel- 
base version of the Silver Shadow II was 
named ‘Silver Wraith II’. That utterly illog- 
ical choice of name essentially devalues 
the special aura and mystique of the 
original, coachbuilt, six-cylinder Silver 
Wraith, the first post-war Rolls-Royce 
which is now thought of as a true classic. 

A similar stunt was pulled when they 
revived another hallowed name, Silver 
Dawn, for a recent derivative of the Silver 
Spirit. Why could they not leave the name 
Silver Dawn to be associated only with 
the car that helped revive Rolls-Royce 
fortunes in export markets in the early 
post-war period? Why dilute the success 
of the real Silver Dawn and detract from 
the ‘Magic of its Name’ by resurrecting it 
for a much later and totally dissimilar 
model? 

Purists must have wept when the 
name Flying Spur was similarly mis- 
treated. That name originally belonged to 
a very distinctive body style crafted by 
H.J. Mulliner on a small number of 
Bentley Continentals and even fewer 
Silver Cloud Ills during the halcyon 
1950s and '60s. To the Rolls-Royce and 
Bentley enthusiast the Flying Spur 
design was as instantly and uniquely 
identifiable as icons like the Taj Mahal or 
Sydney Harbour Bridge. 

But what did that mean to the Rolls- 
Royce model-naming brains trust? Ob- 
viously precious little. With scant regard 
for the niceties of Rolls-Royce lore and 
tradition, they slapped the Flying Spur 
tag onto yet another SZ-series derivative 
which bears not the remotest resemb - 
lance to the beauty and elegance of H.J. 
Mulliner’s timeless design. 

Given this appalling track record, | 
should not have been surprised when | 
saw the model name of the new BMW- 
engined Rolls-Royce. But the sheer 
banality of ‘Silver Seraph’ nearly had me 
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choking on my cornflakes. 

A bit of research soon revealed a 
possible clue to this strange choice of 
name. My dictionary defines ‘seraph’ as 
“a celestial being having three pairs of 
wings” (my emphasis). Three pairs of 
wings — just like the Fokker Dr.1 Tri- 
plane of Germany’s World War One ace 
Baron Manfred von Richthofen. The 
penny finally dropped. ‘Silver Seraph’ 
must be a subtle tribute by Rolls-Royce 
Motor Cars to the heritage of their col- 
laborators and now owners! 

Levity aside, it is noteworthy that the 
first BMW motor car, manufactured in 
1928, was nothing more than a badge- 
engineered Austin Seven, marketed as 
the BMW Dixi. 

So, isn't it ironic that the motor car 
division of Bayerische Moteren Werke, 
which was spawned by a popular British 
automobile, appears likely to administer 
the final rites to another British motoring 
icon (as we know it) at the opposite end 
of the motoring spectrum? 


Roger Thiedeman, 
A.C.T. Branch 


Editorial comment: Roger is right, of 
course, about what most enthusiasts 
regard as the misguided policy of 
dredging up model names from highly 
respected models of the past and re- 
using them, entirely out of context, on 
new cars. After the Silver Spur was 
turbo-charged and named Flying Spur 
for the ‘niche’ market, the Silver Spur 
itself acquired light-pressure turbo- 
charging but kept the name Silver Spur, 
while the non-turbo model that used to 
be the Silver Spur became the Silver 
Dawn! If ever there was a recipe for total 
contusion ... | lf revered names from the 
past must be revived then at least they 
should be in proper context. For ex- 
ample, the original Flying Spur was a 
Bentley Continental four-door saloon, so 
if that name had been revived for, say, a 
four-door saloon version of the current 
Continental R, there would have been far 
less cause for scorn. — M.1.B. 


The letters to the Editor concerning 
the recent announcement on the sale 
of Rolls-Royce Motor Cars Ltd to 


BMW came too late to include in this 
issue and those selected for publica- 
tion will appear in No. 3-98. — M.1.B. 


Market Place 


Cars For Sale 


| 


Pen 

1922 Silver Ghost (70SG) replica London 
Carriage Company leather-covered roadster. 
As-new tyres, hood, side curtains, tonneau 
cover. Electric fuel pumps. Short chassis, 
proven rally car. Club registration plates. 
$160,000. Bill Maunsell 02-9363-2379 or 
018-41-1032 


, BO ae 2 

1925 Phantom | (89HC) restored for 1988 
Bicentennial Rally, new paint, upholstery, 
headlining, carpets. Six-wheel equipment. 
New tyres. Engine and other mechanicals 
reconditioned. Only 13,000 miles since Oct- 
ober 1943. Once owned by baritone Pater 
Dawson. Club registration plates. $65,000. 
Bill Maunsell 02-9363-2379 or 018-41-1032 


1934 Phantom II (8O0SK) Arthur Mulliner 
sports limousine. Two-tone burgundy. Recent 
mechanical and coachwork restoration by 
Roger Fry. Six wheel equipped, extensive 
tools, sunshine roof, occasional seats, 
footrests, new upholstery, tappet conversion. 
An attractive, ‘swoopy’, typically glamorous 
Phantom tl. $120,000 o.n.o. Julian Walter 
0418-91-3914 


1938 Phantom Ill (3DL14) Rippon Bros. 7- 
passenger limousine. Black & burgundy. 
Mechanically fully restored including major 
engine rebuild. New leather to front compart- 
ment, excellent original upholstery to rear. 
Incredible raily/touring car. Effortless V-12 
power. $120,000 o.n.o. Julian Walter 
0418-91-3914 
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ROLLS-ROYCE OWNERS’ CLUB CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING 


Cars For Sale 


1933 20/25 (GHW41) Park Ward coachwork. 
Original condition except for wheels (short- 
ened spokes and newer rims). Delighful car 
ready to be restored. $35,000. Paul Sharman, 
United Motors, Dealer Licence No. 105387, 
21 West Terrace, Adelaide. 08-8212-2818 


1935 Bentley 31% Litre (B66FB) restored 
chassis ready for your dream body to be built. 
$45,000 o.n.o. Julian Walter 0418-91-3914 


1952 Sliver Dawn (SFC32) One of only 266 
short boot Silver Dawn saloons made. Ideal 
for restoration. Repairable front wing 
damage. Needs bumper and overrider. Can 
supply any parts needed for restoration. One 
owner for 30 years. $18,000 ex-Brisbane. Pat 
Browne 07-3870-3427 or Ken Balmforth 
07-3856-4911 (w) or FAX 07-3870-3427 


1961 Bentley S2 (B584CU) black over gold 
with maroon interior. Lovingly restored. Pris- 
tine paintwork. Light coloured burr walnut 
woodwork. Electric windows for a touch of 
added luxury. TLC extended to the under- 
neath, all work carried out by myself. Ready 
for the road and to be enjoyed. $47,500. 
Christopher Hazlehurst 07-3272-0121 


1968 Bentley T Series (CBH2088) H.J. Mul- 
liner, Park Ward two-door saloon. Shell Grey with 
blue leather. 148,000 miles. Excellent order 
throughout. The best of this rare model in 
Australia. $60,000. Alastair Angas 08-8842-2859 
or FAX 08-8842-1294 


1974 Silver Shadow (SRH17716) White. 
Engine overhaul 50,000 miles ago. New door 
rubbers, shock absorbers, etc., all genuine R-R 
parts. Thousands spent. Very tidy car overall. 
$35,000. Alan Fife 07-5592-0224 


INFORMATION: Classified advertisements 
must be factual and accurate. Persons mis- 
representing cars, parts or services will be 
denied further advertising. Ads for cars for 
sale must include chassis number and 
asking price. Ads are accepted subject to 


availability of space and may be edited or 
rejected at the discretion of the Editor 
without discussion or explanation. 


Martin Bennett, ‘Allambi’, RMB 3310, Goulburn, N.S.W. 2580. ’Phone/FAX: (02) 4829 7140 
Deadlines: 15th of January, March, May, July, September, November. 


Cars For Sale 


1968 Silver Shadow (CRH3438) H.J. Mulliner, 
Park Ward two-door saloon. Navy Blue with 
brand new beige leather interior, carpets, head- 
lining, leather, woodwork, boot trim. Very good 
mechanically. $41,500 or best offer. Dennis 
Sowden 08-9335-1202 


1972 Silver Shadow (SRH12458) Lovely car 
with original tool-kit and books. Full docu- 
mented history. New white-wall tyres, CB 
radio, immaculate woodwork and brightwork. 
Maintained by Max Houston. Registered. 
$39,000, may take cheaper car in part pay- 
ment. Harry Preece 02-9608-2605 or 
019-45-9185 


1973 Silver Shadow (LRH15498) long wheel- 
base saloon with division. Silver with maroon 
leather interior. Extended by Mulliner Park Ward. 
Twin sun-roofs, Everflex roof, twin air condition- 
ing, R-R over-carpets, original books, tool-kit, 
expensive new spares including two new hub- 
caps. Immaculate condition. Built for British High 
Commissioner to Australia. Reg. number 
(N.S.W.)UK-1973. Complete service history York 
Motors or Fox R-R/B. To owner's knowledge the 
only car of this specification in Australia. $43,000 
0.n.o. Max Hood 02-4367-6541 or FAX 
02-4365-2726 


PHOTOGRAPHS: Good quality black & 
white prints reproduce best but colour prints 
are perfectly acceptable. Please do not 
send negatives or transparencies. 
DEALERS: Parties dealing in motor cars 
must, where required by law, quote their 
dealer's licence number and comply with all 
other statutory requirements relating to their 
advertising. 


Parts For Sale 


Beaded-edge wheels and tyres (895 x 135, 
six of) to suit Silver Ghost. $12,000 o.n.o. 
Julian Walter 0418-91-3914 


Silver Shadow parts: left- & right-hand output 
shaft seals, RH.9773 & UG.5008, $60 pair; 2 
x top ball joints, UR.71664, $220 each o.n.o.; 
set rear brake pads, $75; boot hinge & torsion 
bar assembly, $100. All genuine Rolls-Royce 
parts. John Cooper 08-8449-1370 or 
08-824 1-0003 or mobile 014-95-1940 


For 1927 Phantom | iron-head model: set of 
25 thou. oversize pistons and rings. $700. Pat 
Browne 07-3870-3427 or Ken Balmforth 
07-3856-491 1 (w) or FAX 07-3870-3427 


Pair Lucas P.100 headlamps, believed ex- 
Jaguar. Good condition complete with glass. 
$500. Gerd Kratzer 03-9874-8841 


For Bentley Mk VI: tool-tray, less tools; 
workshop manual published by B.D.C. Long 
Crendon; r/h side front wing, some accident 
damage. Tony Davidson 08-8332-5550 or 
FAX 08-8332-5545 


Parts Wanted 


Wanted: pre-war Spirit of Ecstasy mascot for 
incorporating in a new W.A. Branch trophy. 
Alex Bryce 08-9457-1608 


Wanted for early Bentley T Series: unvented 
hubcap. Will swap for later type (vented) hub- 
cap if desired. Bill Norman 02-6254-3288 


Wanted for Twenty Horsepower: 21 inch 
wheels. If you don’t have a complete set, |'ll 
buy any number of wheels. George Forbes 
03-9690-1455 (w) or FAX 03-9696-2996 


Wanted for Phantom |: petrol tank gauge; 
Klaxon horn and mount. Alan Robert, 
07-5541-4500 or FAX 07-5541-2835 


Wanted: tourer body, including mudguards 
and bonnet, to suit 1923 Twenty Horsepower. 
Anything considered as long as it is restor- 
able. Robert Hudson 07-4928-0787 


Literature For Sale 


The Godfather of Rolls-Royce by Paul Tritton 
(biography of Henry Edmunds). Five copies 
only, new. $25.00 plus postage (was $79.95). 
W.A. Branch Club Shop c/o Alex Bryce 
08-9457-1608 


COST: Ads are free to members who do not 
regularly deal in sales or service of Rolls- 
Royce & Bentley cars. Non-members are 
charged $15.00 for a non-commercial ad of 
reasonable length. Photographs may be 
included free of charge to members, $15.00 
for others. Where applicable, cheques 
made payable to R.R.O.C. of Australia must 
accompany advertising copy. Send ads to: 


2-98 
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Literature For Sale 


Phantom II handbook: high quality reprint by 
R.R.O.C. of America combining early and 
final versions of owner's handbook with addi- 
tional illustrations and photos of American 
Phantom Ils. Good condition. $75. Phantom 
ll Index of Parts: Hard-cover reprint by 
R.R.O.C. of Australia, new condition. $125. 
Gerd Kratzer 03-9874-8841 


Services 


Metal polishing for all models carried out to 
the highest standard. Stainless steel, nickel, 
chromium all catered for in our workshop. 
Complete Interior Woodwork restoration 
and refurbishing. Broken wood and veneer 
repaired. Exacting standards and authentic 
finishes. No over-restoration. 

Interior Trimming carried out to exacting 
standards using authentic Rolls-Royce and 
coachbuilders’ materials and methods. 
Repairs or complete replacements. 

Silver Shadows and Bentley T Series 
breaking for parts. Most mechanical, body 
and interior parts available. 

McMillan Prestige Car Repairs 
02-9744-5111 or FAX 02-9744-5517 


Services 


Jonathan White makes hand-made number- 
plate frames of /%* angle brass with brazed 
mitred corners, prepared to perfection prior 
to plating. 3mm clear acrylic for plate protec- 
tion. Any size catered for. $65.00 plus 
postage. 07-5534-4441 


We overhaul: hydraulic accumulators, 
height control valves, and minimum pressure 
valves for Rolls-Royce Silver Shadow, T 
Series, Corniche etc. and Silver Spirit/Spur, 
Bentley Mulsanne etc. motor cars. We have 
specialised in Rolls-Royce hydraulics in the 
U.K. since 1979 and are now established in 
Australia. Our overhauled components are 
guaranteed for two years, unlimited milage. 
For example: Silver Shadow/Bentley T 
Series/Corniche/Camargue accumulator 
reconditioning, $236. 

Pleiades Automotive Hydraulics 
(Australia) P.O. Box 40, Gayndah, Qld. 4625. 
‘Phone/FAX 07 1-61-2512 


Travel/Accommodation 


Homestay/Bed & Breakfast, Dandenong 
Ranges, Victoria. Enjoy arestful sojourn at our 
quiet, discrete residence on 1% acres at 
picturesque Ferny Creek and yet be less than 
one hour away from Melbourne CBD. Central 


a 


IF YOU WANT THE 
BEST 


Rolls-Royce and Bentley restoration 
and component rebuilding to the 
highest standard. 

No job too big or too small. 
Immense stocks of new and used parts 
parts for all models. 


heating and log fire. Lots of attractions and 
restaurants nearby. $45 pp per night B & B. 
Dinner also available by arrangement Satur- 
day & Sunday, $25 p.p. three courses with 
coffee and mints. Club member Les 
Myghalls. For booking or brochure, please 
telephone 03-755-2197 


LMARR has it! 


Outer hub ring Disc eoS,_|nner hub piate 


. AN a <7 als valve 
— extension 
g ~O) Curved 
a # air valve 


—\ 
(.<eN__— 
Air lock assembly 


Spanner—’ 
All you need to fit new Rolls-Royce 
wheel discs to your : hace 
Pre-WWIl Classic. * Hispano-Suiza 
Write, phone or fax ¢ Lagonda 

for full infomation. 


e Bugatti 

© Delage 
LMARR DISK,LTD . 
PO Box 910 Glen Ellen,CA,USA 95442-0910 
Tel: (707) 938-9347 Fax: (707) 938-3020 


R.A.MeDermott & Co. 


Sales: 649 Chapel Street, South Yarra, Vic. 3141 Tel: (03) 9804 7977 
Melbourne Workshop: 420 Burnley Street, Richmond, Vic. 3121 Tel: (03) 9428 8844 FAX: (03) 9428 0190 
Sydney: 8 Hunt Street, Surrey Hills, N.S.W. 2010 Tel: (02) 212 7200 


Now, the Yanks’ 
Best Kept Secret 
of 30 Years 
Revealeal! 


2028 Cotner Avenue 
Los Angeles, California 90025 USA 


Tel. 310-473-7773 
Fax. 310-479-1197 


World’s most complete stock of 
used post-war (1946-96) Rolls-Royce 
and Bentley spares. 


Virtually everything on hand, immedi 


-ately available, and at reasonatble prices. 


Knowledgeable assistance and 
personal service always. 


¢ Restoration candidates and drivable RHD 
Rolls-Royce and Bentley cars available. 
¢ UPS, Air and Mail Shipments Dally. 
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Ray Lawrence, Sydney Club Member, offers: 


Sydney’s leading corporate accommodation 
specialists with the city’s biggest selection of 
short term, fully furnished accommodation. 


Fully equipped apartments 
Convenient Locations 

Flexible Bookings 

Reduced tariff for one week or longer 
Easy parking 


Bedsitter suites and one-bedroom apartments 
accommodate from one to two people. 
Two bedroom apartments can sleep four people. 


For old fashioned service in the 21st Century: 


Blues Realty Australia 


Call now to book or receive a free brochure. 
Quote the R/R club to receive a 10% discount. 


° Phone Calls or Fax Preferred. 


WORLD LEADER IN RESTORATION ITEMS 
FOR ALL POST-WAR ROLLS-ROYCE & 
BENTLEY MOTOR CARS. PRODUCER / 

0.E.M. DIRECT TO YOUR DOOR. 


| 
EPLACEMENT 
ARTS CO. 


Weather Strips & Seals For All Post War Std. & Custom 


Bodied « Complete Weatherstrip Packages « Glass e 
Workshop Manuals « Handbooks « Show Car Details « Light 
Maintenance Items « Reconditioned Used Parts « Million 
Dollar Inventory of New Old Factory Stock thru Spirit/Spur 


Engine Bearings 4% mains .030 $375/set , 4% mains .020 $325/set. 

Post War 6 cyl. Rod Bearings Std. $350/set Thrust Washers - 66% discount $100/set of 4 
Cloud/S, R-type Trunk Seals $39. Shadow/T Trunk Seals $29. 

Early Shadow Hubcaps -non-vented- New $275.eachn 

Early Bentley “T" Hubcaps- non-vented- near mint $225.each 

Cloud/S Tune-Up Kit $55.(points, condenser, rotor, upright cap) 


ALL R.R.O.C.0.A. MEMBERS RECEIVE OUR WHOLESALE / TRADE PRICES! 
visa / Mastercard welcome, Westpac (Aus.) deposit avail., $U.S.D. or $Aus., no problem. 
International shipments leave daily(Air Post, UPS, & Heavy consolidation available.) 


REPLACEMENT PARTS CO. 
PHONE: 0011-1-770-459-0040 (—14 HOURS) 
FAX: 0011-1-770-459-8935 


(MAIL) P.O. BOX 152 
VILLA RICA, GA 
30180 U.S.A. 


2-98 3147 
Australia’s No.1 dismantler of Rolls-Royce & Bentley cars. 


Now dismantling for parts: post-war Rolls-Royce & Bentley cars from Mk VI to 
Silver Shadow. Fast Australia-wide despatch of parts. Very reasonable prices. 
Servicing and mechanical repairs. Excellent spare parts service — all models. 

Engine rebuild and cylinder head reconditioning service. 


Wanted: damaged and unwanted Rolls-Royce and Bentley cars for parts. 
® e 4 a 
Neil McLean Automotives @2 
Specialising in post-war Rolls-Royce & Bentley motor cars 


14 Beaconsfield Avenue, ‘Phone: (08) 9250 1400 
Midvale, Western Australia 6056 FAX: (08) 9250 1404 


UR SPECIAL VEH 
FS SPECIAL INS 


PHONE FOR.A QUOTE ON; 


Melbourne Adelalde Perth Sydney Brisbane Hobart Darwin 
(03) 9584 7266 (08) 294 9000 (09) 479 3555 (02) 9587666 (07) 892 2776 (002) 238 333 (089) 852 477 


Toll Free: 1800 653 996 All States 


Insurer: Sun Alliance and Royal Insurance Australia Limited. ACN 005 297 807 


Factory Authorised Rolls-Royce and Bentley Coachwork Repairer 


RESTORATION WORK 


We have years of experience in restoration work. We can provide detailed estimates of 
work to be performed and show you photographs and computer print-outs of previous jobs. 
Don’t get caught with your car pulled apart and then lots of costly surprises. 


Avoid your restoration job taking too long and seeming to go nowhere, then rushed at the 
end resulting in a poor job covering up previous lost time and poor management. 


If you have a serious problem with a restoration job anywhere in Australia, let us literally 
pick up the pieces, sort out the job, and most importantly have it finished professionally 
and to factory specifications. We undertake panel, paint, trim and woodwork in our 
premises using time-honoured skills. 


Call us if you require any assistance regarding a refurbishment or restoration of your 


investment and have your Rolls-Royce or Bentley completed to your requirements, colours 
and trims. 


The Measure of Excellence 


25-27 Regatta Road Five Dock 2046 
Telephone: (02) 9744 5111 Facsmile: (02) 9744 5517 
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